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0 Introduction 

0.1.1 This Outline  Ecologica l Protection  and  Mitiga tion  Stra tegy (EPMS) se ts ou t the 
ecologica l protection  m easures for undertaking construction  works associated  with  
the  proposed  Cottam  Solar Pro ject in  Lincolnsh ire  and Nottingham sh ire , he reafte r 
re fe rred  to  as the  Schem e, with  the  exten t of pro ject be ing re ferred  to  as the  Order 
Lim its.  

0.1.2 This Plan  specifica lly dea ls with  the  pro tection  of habita ts and  specie s du ring the  
construction  phase , to  include  the  construction  of the  Photovolta ic (PV) Modu les 
(and  associated  access tracks and  substa tions), Batte ry Energy Storage  System  
(BESS) and  insta lla tion  of cabling with in  the  Cable  Route  Corridor. In form ation  
re lating to  the  m anagem ent of other environm en ta l issues such  as tra ffic 
m ovem ents, com pound location , site  we lfare , working hours, se rvices and  noise  has 
been  provided  separa te ly with in  the  Outline  Construction  Environm en ta l 
Managem ent Plan  (CEMP) [APP/C7.1] wh ich  shou ld  be  read  a longside  th is 
docum en t.  

0.1.3 As th is is  an  Outline  EPMS, a  fina l ve rsion  will be  subm itted  to  and  approved by the  
re levant p lann ing authoritie s pursuan t to  a  Requ irem ent in  the  Deve lopm en t 
Consent Order (DCO) prior to  construction  of the  Schem e.  

0.1.4 This EPMS has been  in form ed by extensive  base line  ecologica l surveys carried out 
to  support the  Schem e  and seeks to  address the  needs for ecologica l protection  and 
m itiga tion  with in  the  construction  phase  identified  with in  the  im pact asse ssm ent of 
Chapter 9 of the  Environm en ta l Sta tem ent [APP/ C6.2.9]. 

0.1.5 The  purpose  of th is Outline  EPMS is to :  

• Pla in ly identify known risks to  protected and notable  specie s, and  to 
pre se rving the  in tegrity and/or the  function  of habita ts with in  the  construction  
phase .  

• Enable  the  im plem enta tion  of the  m itiga tion  ou tlined  in  Chapter 9 of the  
Environm en ta l Sta tem en t. 

• Iden tify ecologica lly sensitive  areas and indica te  where  pro tective  
bu ffers/fencing is requ ired.  

• Clearly se t out when  and where  ecologica l supervision  will be  requ ired . 

• Iden tify ro les and  re sponsib ilitie s for unde rtaking th is pro tective /m itiga tion 
work du ring the  construction  phase . 

0.1.6 This Ou tline  EPMS fo llows the  gu ide lines se t ou t with in  the  Biodive rsity – Code  of 
Practice  for Plann ing and  Deve lopm en t, British  Standard  42020:2013. 

0.1.7 A separa te  Landscape  and Ecologica l Managem ent Plan  (LEMP) [APP/C7.3] has a lso  
been  prepared for the  Schem e , wh ich  covers the  continued  pro tection , 
m anagem ent and  enhancem en t of the  ecologica l receptors, as we ll as habita t 
crea tion  prescrip tions.   
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0.2 Re sp on s ib le  Pe r son n e l & Lin e s  of Com m u n ica t ion  

0.2.1 Since  th is docum en t is an  Ou tline  docum en t, ro le s and  responsib ilities are  not fina l 
a t th is stage . It will be  the  Applicant’s re sponsib ility to  ensure  that th is docum ent is 
com plied  with  by the  Principa l Contractor.  

0.3 Sit e  Ma n a ge r (s ) 

0.3.1 The  Applicant will be  responsib le  for ensu ring that a  Site  Manage r is  appoin ted  to 
each  of the  PV, BESS and Cable  Insta lla tion  team s and tha t th is docum ent has been  
provided  to  them . It will be  the  re sponsib ility of the  Site  Manager(s) to  ensure  
adequate  com m unication  of the  applicable  prescrip tions se t ou t with in  th is EPMS to 
construction  sta ff and ensure  su fficien t lia ison  and  forward  p lanning with  the  
Ecologica l Clerk(s) of Works (ECoWs). 

0.4 Eco logica l Cle rk  o f Works   

0.4.1 An Ecologica l Cle rk of Works will be  appoin ted  to  each  of the  PV, BESS and Cable  
Insta lla tion  team s and will com prise  a  su itab ly qua lified ecologist with  a t le ast five  
years’ re levan t expe rience . The  ECoW(s) will assist and advise  the  Applicant and the  
Site  Manager(s) in  the ir adherence  to the  requ irem en ts of th is EPMS.  

0.4.2 Typica lly, a  perm anent on-site  presence  is not requ ired . Instead , an  appropriate ly 
qua lified  ecologist will a ttend  a t pre -arranged and  tim e tabled  work stages as se t ou t 
in  th is docum ent, as we ll as be ing ava ilab le  via  an  ‘on -ca ll’ basis th roughout the  
construction  phase . Th is will re ly on  adequate  regu lar and ad-hoc com m unication  
be tween  the  Site  Manage r(s) and  the  ECoW(s). Th is will enable  any rearranged or 
changed tim etable s to  be  accom m odated, as we ll as a  prom pt re sponse  for dea ling 
with  any poten tia l habita t or protected  specie s protection  and  lega l com pliance  
issues that cou ld  a rise  du ring the  course  of deve lopm ent. 

0.4.3 The  ECoW will be  contacted  as early as possib le  in  the  un like ly even t tha t any 
activitie s on  site  con travene  the  m easures pre scribed  in  the  EPMS, for in stance , 
shou ld  the re  be  any unforeseen , bu t e ssen tia l requ irem ent to  en te r any of the  
Biodiversity Protection  Zones. The  ECoW will be  consu lted  prior any such  action  
be ing carried  un le ss in  em ergency situations. 
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0.5 Con t a ct  De t a ils  

 Company Primary 
Contact 

Address Contact Details 

Main 
Contractor 

TBC 
TBC 

 

TBC 

 

Email: TBC 

Telephone: TBC 

ECoW 

 
Clarkson & 
Woods Ltd 

Harry Fox 

Overbrook Business 
Centre, 
Poolbridge Road, 
Blackford, Somerset 
BS28 4PA 

Email: 
harry.fox@clarksonwoods.co.uk 

Telephone: 01934 712500 

Wildlife Rescue 
Centre 

 

Mansfield 
Wildlife Rescue 

TBC 

 

Shire Rd, 
Pleasley Vale, Mansfield 
NG19 8FJ 

Telephone: 01623810625 

Pollution 
Incident 
Contact 

Environment 
Agency 

TBC TBC Telephone: 0800 807060 

0.6 De sign a t e d  Sit e s  

0.6.1 The  fo llowing Loca l Wild life  Site s occur with in , or in  close  proxim ity to , the  Orde r 
Lim its and  are  of principa l conce rn  with in  th is docum ent. Re fer to  Method 
Statem en ts 1-3 and  11. 

• Willingham  to  Fillingham  Road Verges Loca l Wild life  Site  (LWS) 

• Upton  Grange  Lane  Road Verges LWS 

• Cow Pasture  Lane  Dra ins LWS 

0.7 Ha b it a t s  

0.7.1 The  fo llowing habita ts occur with in  the  Order Lim its and  a re  of principa l concern  
with in  th is docum en t. All Me thod Statem ents re fe r. 

• Woodland 

• Hedgerows and  Trees 

• Grassland  (including Arable  Fie ld  Margins)  

• Ditches and  Watercourses (including Rive r Till and  River Trent and  the ir 
tribu tarie s) 

• Ponds 

0.8 Sp e cie s  a n d  Sp e cie s  Grou p s  

0.8.1 The  fo llowing specie s occur with in  the  Order Lim its and  a re  of principa l conce rn  
with in  th is docum en t. 

• Badger – See  Method Sta tem ent 8 
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• Bats – See  Method Statem en ts 4 - 6.  

• Otter  - See  Method Statem ents 3, 5 and  6  

• Water Vole  - See  Method Statem en ts 3, 5 and  6  

• Polecat - See  Method Sta tem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Hedgehog - See  Method Statem en ts 3, 5 and  6 

• Harvest Mouse  - See  Me thod Statem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Brown Hare  - See  Me thod Statem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Reptile s - See  Method Sta tem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Am phibians - See  Method Statem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Breeding Birds (Including Ground Nesting Birds of Open  Habitats) - See  
Method Statem ents 5, 6 and  9 

• Overwintering Birds - See  Method Statem en ts 5, 6 and  10 

• Inve rtebrate s - See  Method Sta tem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Freshwate r fish  - See  Me thod Statem ents 3, 5 and  6 

• Invasive  Specie s - See  Method Statem ents 3, 5 and  6 
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1 Method Statement 1: 
Toolbox Talks 

1.1 Ob je ct ive s  

1.1.1 Toolbox Talks are  im portan t for com m unicating the  loca tion  and  nature  of the  
lega lly pro tected  and  sensitive  ecologica l featu re s tha t a re  pre sent with in  the  
Site s to  a ll site  sta ff and visitors. Toolbox Talks a lso  se t ou t the  responsib ilitie s of 
a ll site  sta ff in  avoid ing and  m in im ising harm  to  pro tected  species and  habita ts, 
and  will ou tline  the  re levan t ecologica l legisla tion . 

1.2 Toolb ox Ta lks  

1.2.1 Prior to  the  com m encem ent of works a t any of the  four PV/BESS Site s, or cable  
route  insta lla tion , a  too lbox ta lk will be  provided by the  ECoW to the  Site  Manager 
and  contractors. The  toolbox ta lk will include  de ta ils of the  EPMS and will 
h igh light the  whereabouts and  sensitivity of the  various ecologica l fea tu res 
pre sen t with in  each  Site . The  ta lk will e stab lish  the  ro le  of the  ECoW and site  
pe rsonne l du ring works, and what to  do if p rotected  specie s/ecologica l 
constra in ts a re  found during works. 

1.2.2 In  the  even t a  change  in  Site  Managem en t pe rsonne l occurs du ring construction  
or a  pause  in  works of m ore  than  pe riod  of m ore  than  30 consecu tive  days 
occurs, a  too lbox ta lk will need  to  be  provided  aga in  by the  appoin ted  ECoW. The 
Site  Manager shou ld  in form  the  ECoW of any forthcom ing m anagem ent changes 
or breaks in  the  construction  program m e. The  Site  Manage r will be  responsib le  
for re laying in form ation  with in  the  toolbox ta lks to  a ll subsequen t site  sta ff 
du ring the ir in itia l site  inductions. 

1.2.3 The  ECoW will p rovide  the  Site  Manage r with  pape r m ateria ls and  m apping which  
can  be  used  to  illustrate  the  whereabouts and  nature  of ecological fea ture s 
with in  site  inductions. 

1.2.4 The  various Method Statem ents in  th is docum en t conta in  further in form ation  to 
be  included with in  toolbox ta lks specific to  ce rta in  specie s or opera tions. 
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2 Method Statement 2:  
Installation of Biodiversity Protection (Buffer) Fencing  

2.1 Ob je ct ive s  

2.1.1 The  m ajority of the  Schem e’s va luable  ecologica l fea tu re s are  con ta ined  with in  
fie ld  boundarie s. As such , it  is  e ssen tia l tha t Biodive rsity Pro tection  Fencing (BPF) 
is in sta lled  a t the  onse t of the  construction  phase  to  ensu re  dam age  and  
degrada tion  to  these  fea ture s does not occur.  

2.1.2 Insta lla tion  of BPF con tribute s to  the  protection  of a ll d e s ign a t e d  s it e s , 
im p or t a n t  h a b it a t s  a n d  p ro t e ct e d  sp e cie s  listed  in  Section  3. 

2.2 Toolb ox Ta lk  

2.2.1 Prior to  the  com m encem ent of works a t any of the  four PV/BESS Site s, or cable  
route  insta lla tion , a  too lbox ta lk will be  provided by the  ECoW to the  Site  Manager 
and  contractors. The  toolbox ta lk will include  de ta ils of the  EPMS and the  
requ irem en ts for BPF con ta ined  be low, h igh ligh ting ecologica l fea ture s with in  
each  Site . The  ta lk will e stab lish  the  ro le  of the  ECoW and site  pe rsonne l du ring 
works, and  what to  do if p rotected  specie s/ecologica l constra in ts is  found during 
works. 

2.2.2 In  the  even t a  change  in  Site  Managem en t pe rsonne l occurs du ring construction  
or a  pause  in  works of m ore  than  pe riod  of m ore  than  30 consecu tive  days 
occurs, the  toolbox ta lk will need to  be  provided  aga in  by the  appoin ted  ECoW. 
The  Site  Manage r will be  re sponsib le  for re laying in form ation  with in  the  toolbox 
ta lk to  a ll subsequent site  sta ff during the ir in itia l site  inductions. 

2.3 PV a n d  BESS Sit e s  

2.3.1 The  design  of the  Schem e  is such  that bu ffer zones of be tween  5 and  50m  from  
fie ld  each  of the  boundarie s have  been  incorporated  in to  the  layout of the  PV 
m odu les, access tracks, inverte rs, substations and  batte ry energy storage  
in frastructure . The  bu ffe r wid ths corre spond to  the  ecologica l va lue  of each  
boundary and/or its  sensitivity to  potentia l im pacts. There fore , construction-
phase  b iodive rsity pro tection  fencing shou ld  be  in sta lled  in  line  with  these  bu ffer 
extents. 

2.3.2 The  locations and  widths of a ll bu ffer zones are  illu stra ted  in  Appendix 9.11 of 
Chapter 9 of the  Environm en ta l Statem ent [APP/ C6.3.9.11]. BPF will be  insta lled  
as a  priority du ring the  m obilisa tion  and  prepara tion  tasks in  the  construction  
phase . Th is will e ithe r com prise  tem porary ‘Heras’-style  fencing, or the  fina l 
loca tion  of the  ope rationa l secu rity fence  to  se rve  the  dua l pu rposes of 
construction-phase  pro tection  and ongoing secu rity. Security fencing will 
com prise  2m  ta ll dee r-proof fencing insta lled  on  wooden  posts. 

2.3.3 BPF will a lso be  used  to  protect a ll ind ividua l in -fie ld  m atu re  trees as se t ou t in  
the  Tree  Protection  Plan . Tree  protection  fencing will be  in sta lled  in  accordance 
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with  British  Standard  5837:2012 Trees in  re la tion  to  design , dem olition  and 
construction . 

2.3.4 The  location  of a ll BPF will be  agreed and confirm ed be tween  the  ECoW and Site  
Manager(s) prior to  com m encem en t of in sta lla tion  to ensure  cla rity on  a ll bu ffer 
zone  width , access and  fencing specification  requ irem en ts. Th is will m inim ise  the  
chance  of any ad-hoc call-outs of the  ECoW be ing requ ired  during the  insta lla tion . 

2.3.5 All in sta lled  BPF will be  in spected  by an  ECoW during and/or on  com ple tion  of 
in sta lla tion  to  ensure  it com plie s with  the  correct specification  and is insta lled  in  
the  correct loca tions.  

2.3.6 The  fencing will be  subject to  regu lar checks by the  ECoW as per Method 
Statem en t 11; however, it will be  the  re sponsib ility of the  Site  Manage r(s) to  
ensure  the  fence  is appropria te ly m ain ta ined  throughou t the  construction  phase . 

2.3.7 During construction , no site  personne l or m ach inery sha ll en te r the  Buffe r Zones 
by crossing the  BPF and no equ ipm ent will be  stored  the re in . The  on ly exceptions 
will be  where  access for e ssentia l/unavoidable  ope rations have  been  agreed  to 
in  advance  with  the  ECoW. 

2.3.8 For re fe rence , the  BPF will be  insta lled  according to  the  fo llowing crite ria  wh ich 
were  used  to de te rm ine  bu ffer zone  widths: 

• 5m  m in im um  from  specie s-poor hedge rows with  no  associa ted  d itch . 

• 8m  m in im um  from  e ither a  specie s-rich  hedge row, a  fie ld  boundary 
con ta in ing a  tree  with  ‘low’ poten tia l for roosting ba ts, or a  fie ld  
boundary/hedgerow with  a  d itch  of any kind. 

• 10m  m in im um  from  an  ‘outlie r’ badge r se tt, any fie ld  boundary with  a  
d itch /wate rcourse  with  signs of e ithe r otte rs or water vole , or a  boundary 
con ta in ing a  tree  with  ‘m oderate ’ poten tia l for roosting bats. 

• 12m  m in im um  from  any boundary con ta in ing a  tree  with  ‘h igh’ potentia l for 
roosting bats.  

• 20m  m in im um  from  a  ‘subsid ia ry’ or ‘annexe ’ badge r se tt, m odera te -sized 
wate rcourses (e .g. becks, dykes and  stream s), ponds (not positive  for GCN 
eDNA) or woodland. 

• 30m  m in im um  from  a ‘m ain ’ badger se tt, ancient woodland or m ajor 
wate rcourses (e .g. rive rs). 

• 50m  m in im um  from  ponds te sting positive  for GCN eDNA. 

• Othe r, bespoke  buffe rs will be  agreed  around ba t roosts and  the  nesting 
sites of Schedu le  1 b irds, as appropria te . 

2.4 Ca b le  In s t a lla t ion  

2.4.1 The  cable  in sta lla tion  work involves the  open  cu tting of a  trench  to rece ive  cable  
ducts and jo in ting bays through which  cables a re  pu lled in to  p lace . In  orde r to  
facilita te  th is, a  tem porary hau l route  will be  im plem ented a longside  the  cable  
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rou te , toge ther with  in te rm itten t site  com pounds and  se t-down  areas and  the  
open ing of tem porary accesses from  nearby roadways. Where  ce rta in  physica l 
obstacle s are  pre sent, o r feature s of h igh  ecologica l, he ritage  or landscape  
im portance  are  pre sent, Horizonta l Directional Drilling (HDD) will be  u tilised  to  
avoid  dam age . A schedu le  of crossings has been  produced [APP/C7.17] to  show 
which  featu re s will be  crossed  through open cut techn iques or HDD. Where  open  
cut trench ing is involved , gaps though  boundarie s/habita ts will m easu re  up  to 
6.5m  wide  in  order to  accom m odate  a  hau l route  and  trench . 

2.4.2 In  te rm s of Biodive rsity Pro tection  Fencing, it is  necessary to m in im ise  habita t 
im pacts as fa r as possible , so  that on ly the  m in im um  length  of habita t is  rem oved 
a t boundary crossings due  to  rece ive  open  cu t trenches. To  th is end , fencing will 
be  insta lled  com prising two short lengths of Heras-style  fencing (each 
approxim ate ly 2-4 pane ls, depending on  the  pre sence /width  of boundary 
habita ts as d irected  by the  ECoW) insta lled  at righ t angle s on  e ithe r side  of the  
boundary fea ture  to  stop  any encroachm ent beyond the  6.5m  gap  width  (see  
Figure  1 be low).  

 
Figu re  1. In d ica t ive  La you t  of Pro t e ct ion  Fe n cin g a t  Ha b it a t  Cross in gs 

2.4.3 The  location  of a ll BPF will be  agreed and confirm ed be tween  the  ECoW and Site  
Manager(s) prior to  com m encem en t of in sta lla tion  a t each  crossing to  ensure  
cla rity on  a ll fencing specifica tion  requ irem en ts. 

2.4.4 All in sta lled  BPF will be  in spected  by an  ECoW during and/or on  com ple tion  of 
in sta lla tion  to  ensure  it com plie s with  the  correct specification  and is insta lled  in  
the  correct locations. It will be  the  re sponsib ility of the  Site  Manager(s) to  ensure  
the  fence  is appropria te ly m ain ta ined  throughou t the  construction  phase . 

2.4.5 During construction , no site  pe rsonne l or m achinery sha ll cross beyond the  BPF 
nor sha ll any equ ipm ent be  stored  thereon .  
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3 Method Statement 3:  
Pollution Prevention Measures 

3.1 Ob je ct ive s  

3.1.1 The  m ajority of the  Schem e’s va luable  ecologica l fea tu re s are  con ta ined  with in  
fie ld  boundarie s, particu la rly h e d ge row s , d it ch e s  and  w a t e r cou r se s . Othe r 
habita ts are  a lso loca ted  with in  the  Site s, including p on d s, w ood la n d , 
u n m a n a ge d  gra ss la n d  and scru b . Additiona lly, in  Cottam  1 and  a long the  Cable  
Rou te , three  Loca l Wild life  Site s (Willin gh a m  t o  Fillin gh a m  Roa d  Ve rge s  LWS, 
Up t on  Gra n ge  La n e  Roa d  Ve rge s  LWS a n d  Cow  Pa s t u re  La n e  Dra in s  LWS) are  
loca ted  wh ich  e ither com prise  d itches or road  ve rges supporting d iverse  ranges 
of flora  and  fauna. Specie s groups a t particu la r risk from  pollu tion  events are  
fr e sh w a t e r  fish , t e r r e s t r ia l a n d  a qu a t ic in ve r t e b ra t e s , a m ph ib ia n s, o t t e r s  
and  w a t e r  vo le s . 

3.1.2 Potentia l pollu tion  even ts include  the  re lease  of chem ica ls (including o ils, fue ls 
and  clean ing agents), sed im en ts (including m ud, so il and  silt) and  dust (e specia lly 
du ring dry weather). These  pollu tan ts can  be  re leased e ither in  the ir own  right or 
though  excessive  surface  wate r runoff (e .g. du ring pe riods of pro longed ra in , 
flooding or d isruption  of water courses/p ipework). 

3.1.3 The  insta lla tion  of BPF as se t out in  Me thod Sta tem ent 2 (MS2) is conside red  to  
sign ificantly reduce  the  like lihood of pollu tion  events occurring th rough 
im plem en ting a  su itab ly wide  offse t be tween  construction  activitie s and sensitive  
habita ts. However, the  fo llowing additiona l pollu tion  prevention  m easures will be  
adopted to  a id  further risk reduction .  

3.1.4 All m easures apply to  both  the  PV, BESS and cable  in sta lla tion  e lem en ts of the  
Schem e . 

3.1.5 This Method Statem ent shou ld  be  read in  con junction  with  the  Construction  
Environm en ta l Managem ent Plan  (CEMP) [APP/ C7.1] produced for the  Schem e 
which  de ta ils genera l (i.e . no t ecology-specific) pollu tion  pro tection  m easures. 

3.2 Toolb ox Ta lk  

3.2.1 Prior to  the  com m encem ent of works a t any of the  four PV/BESS Site s, or cable  
route  insta lla tion , a  too lbox ta lk will be  provided by the  ECoW to the  Site  Manager 
and  con tractors. The  toolbox ta lk will include  de ta ils of the  EPMS, the  sensitivity 
of ecologica l feature s to  im pacts from  pollu tion , and  the  requ irem ents for 
prevention  m easures con ta ined  be low. High ly sensitive  ecologica l habita ts will be  
d iscussed  and the  need for any proportionate  risk reduction  m easures. The  ta lk 
will e stab lish  the  ro le  of the  ECoW and site  pe rsonne l during works, and  what to  
do  if p ro tected  specie s/ecologica l constra in ts is found during works. 

3.2.2 In  the  even t a  change  in  Site  Managem en t pe rsonne l occurs du ring construction  
or a  pause  in  works of m ore  than  pe riod  of m ore  than  30 consecu tive  days 
occurs, the  toolbox ta lk will need to  be  provided  aga in  by the  appoin ted  ECoW. 
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The  Site  Manage r will be  re sponsib le  for re laying in form ation  with in  the  toolbox 
ta lk to  a ll subsequent site  sta ff during the ir in itia l site  inductions. 

3.3 Work in g Du r in g Pro lon ge d  We t  We a t h e r  

3.3.1 Work during pe riods of pro longed wet weather sha ll be  avoided  wherever 
possib le  to  avoid  churn ing of so ils and  the  re lease  of sedim en ts and/or excessive  
surface  water runoff. The  ECoW shou ld  be  consu lted  shou ld  heavy ra in  on  at least 
th ree  consecu tive  days be  forecast or occur in  order to  de te rm ine  whether works 
shou ld  pause  or be  re loca ted  to le ss sensitive  areas, depending on  construction 
progress and  the  location/proxim ity of particu la r sensitive  ecologica l fea ture s. 

3.3.2 The  CEMP [APP/ C7.1] conta ins severa l m easures wh ich  specifica lly dea l with  the  
m itiga tion  of potentia l wate r runoff and  sedim ent captu re . 

3.4 Work in g Du r in g Pro lon ge d  Dry We a t h e r  

3.4.1 Working during extended dry pe riods risks dust deposition  onto re ta ined 
sensitive  ecologica l featu re s, including those  beyond the  Order Lim its. As such , 
the  Site  Manager(s) shou ld  conside r the  use  of sprayed  water to  dam pen 
earthworks and/or access rou te s as requ ired in  orde r to  con tro l th is risk. The  
ECoW shou ld  a lso be  consu lted in  order to  advise  on  any particu la r ecologica l 
fea tu re s wh ich  shou ld  be  avoided  entire ly du ring such  tim es, for exam ple  ponds, 
Loca l Wild life  Site s and  m ajor wate rcourses in  proxim ity to  the  working a reas. 

3.5 Min im isa t ion  o f Wa t e r  a n d  Se d im e n t  Ru n off 

3.5.1 The  CEMP [APP/ C7.1] conta ins severa l m easures wh ich  specifica lly dea l with  the  
m itiga tion  of potentia l wate r runoff and  sedim ent captu re . 

3.6 Use  a n d  St o ra ge  o f Ch e m ica ls , Fu e ls  a n d  Oils  

3.6.1 The  CEMP [APP/ C7.1] conta ins severa l m easures wh ich  specifica lly dea l with  the  
m itiga tion  of potentia l wate r runoff and  sedim en t captu re . These  m easures 
specifica lly dea l with  the  m in im isa tion  of risk of chem ica l and con tam inant 
re lease  through  the ir sa fe  usage  and  storage , and  use  of sp ill kits e tc. As a  ru le , 
a ll re fue lling and  wash ing or p lant/veh icle s, and  storage  of a ll po tentia l 
con tam inants shou ld  occur a t le ast 20m  from  a ll Biodiversity Pro tection  Fencing. 

3.7 Com p lia n ce  w it h  Gu id a n ce  fo r  Po llu t ion  Pre ve n t ion   

3.7.1 The  Site  Manager(s) will ensu re  construction  com plies with  the  fo llowing 
Guidance  for Pollu tion  Preven tion  (GPP) as prepared  by Defra  and  the 
Environm en t Agency: 

• GPP 2: Above  ground  oil storage  tanks  

• GPP 4: Trea tm en t and  d isposa l of wastewate r whe re  the re  is no connection  to  the  
pub lic fou l sewer  

• GPP 5: Works and  m ain tenance  in  or near wate r  

• GPP 8: Safe  storage  and  d isposa l of used  Oils   
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• GPP 13: Vehicle  wash ing and  clean ing  

• GPP 19: Vehicle s: Se rvice  and  Repair  

• GPP 20: Dewate ring unde rground  ducts and  cham b ers  

• GPP 21: Pollu tion  incidence  re sponse  p lann ing  

• GPP 22: Dealing with  Sp ills; and   

• GPP 26: Safe  storage  – d rum s and  in te rm edia te  bu lk con ta ine rs   
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4 Method Statement 4:  
Construction Phase Lighting  

4.1 Ob je ct ive s  

4.1.1 Artificia l ligh ting has the  poten tia l to  adverse ly im pact wild life , including 
fr e sh w a t e r  fish , a q u a t ic a n d  t e r r e s t r ia l in ve r t e b ra t e s , sm a ll m a m m a ls  and 
b a t s , and  is not restricted  to  nocturna l specie s.  

4.1.2 Ligh ting m ay potentia lly be  u tilised during construction  across the  Schem e, 
a lthough  n ight-tim e  working will no t be  em ployed apart from  specific activities 
including de livery of abnorm al loads and  Horizonta l Directiona l Drilling. 

4.2 Ge n e ra l Mit iga t ion  Me a su re s  

4.2.1 Artificia l working-area  ligh ting will be  proh ib ited  be tween  sunse t and  sunrise  
from  the  m on ths of March  and  Octobe r inclusive  during the  construction  phase  
of a ll e lem ents of the  Schem e . Th is will lim it the  poten tia l for adverse  im pacts on  
the  above  specie s groups du ring the  tim es of the  year when  they a re  m ost active  
and  the re fore  sensitive . 

4.2.2 No artificia l ligh ting will be  em ployed during works to  cross any watercourses, 
such  as the  Rivers Till and  Trent and  the ir tribu tarie s. Th is includes a ll cable  
in sta lla tion  works and  Horizon ta l Directiona l Drilling ope rations. 

4.2.3 Between  the  m on ths of Novem ber and  February inclusive , whe re  ligh ting is 
considered  e ssen tia l, lum ina ires will be  positioned  to  ensure  tha t ligh t is  d irected 
onto  the  area  of works on ly with  as m in im al ligh t sp illage  onto  the  
hedgerows/woodland as possib le . The  use  of LED ligh ting and  cowls, hoods and 
o the r sim ila r screens will be  adopted . Any working-area  lighting requ irem en ts 
will be  d iscussed  and  reviewed with  the  ECoW.  

4.2.4 Any unavoidable  a rtificia l ligh ting during the  hours of darkness requ ired  with in  
the  period  March  to Octobe r inclusive  will on ly be  pe rm itted fo llowing 
consu lta tion  with  the  ECoW in  orde r to  de te rm ine  the  seve rity of poten tia l 
im pacts and  appropria te  m itiga tion  steps, including agreed  hours of opera tion 
and  num bers/specifica tion  of lum ina ire s. 

4.2.5 Security ligh ting m ay be  in sta lled  on  tem porary site  com pounds and  perm anent 
structure s, a lthough  th is will be  lim ited  to  the  m in im um  num ber of lum ina ires 
requ ired . Security lum ina ire s will be  m otion-sensitive  and  se t on  a  short (<2 
m inute ) tim er and orien ted  to  reduce  upward ligh t sp ill as fa r as possib le  (i.e . 
horizonta lly orien ted). 
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5 Method Statement 5:  
Permanent Habitat Removal (PV and BESS Sites) - 
including Avoidance of Impacts on Protected Species 

5.1 Ob je ct ive s  

5.1.1 Habita t rem oval will be  necessary in  a  lim ited num ber of locations, for exam ple 
to perm it construction/opera tiona l access and  the  insta lla tion  of the  Cable  Route .  

5.1.2 Many habita ts with in  the  Orde r Lim its support protected  specie s, are  part of 
Loca l Wild life  Site s or are  protected /im portan t in  the ir own  righ t. Consequently, 
the ir rem oval - whe ther tem porary or perm anent - will requ ire  precau tionary 
m easures to  m itiga te  the  im pacts of the ir loss and/or the  poten tia l for un lawfu l 
or de trim en ta l im pacts on  the  specie s they support. 

5.1.3 Habita ts wh ich  a re  of particu lar va lue  include : h e d ge row s, d it ch e s  (dry or we t), 
w ood la n d  or cop se s , ind ividua l t r e e s , scru b , gra ss la n d , s t r e a m s, r ive r s  and  
p on d s. 

5.2 Ge n e ra l Pre ca u t ion a ry Ap p roa ch  t o  Ha b it a t  Re m ova l Works  

5.2.1 The  Site  Manager(s) sha ll be  re sponsib le  for lia ising with  the  ECoW in  orde r to  
agree  locations and  tim ings of advance  in spections and  clearance  a ttendance , 
including a ll specie s-specific m easures se t out be low, as necessary. 

5.2.2 Habita t clearances, for exam ple  (but not lim ited  to) the  sm all sections of 
hedgerow requ ired  for new construction  accesses and cable  insta lla tion  with in  
the  Cable  Route  Corridor, will be  unde rtaken  during the  m onths of March  to 
Octobe r inclusive . Th is will avoid  the  principa l h ibe rna tion  season  for species 
groups such  as r e p t ile s  and  a m ph ib ia n s  and so avoid  un lawfu l harm  to these  
species. Shou ld  th is not be  possib le , fu rther precau tions will be  necessary, such  
as the  possib ility of taking any h iberna ting an im als d iscovered during clearance  
in to  care  over the  winter, or translocation  to  su itab le  nearby receptor habita t or 
specia lly created  h ibernacu lum . 

5.2.3 Wherever the  above  habita ts listed  in  bold  are  to  be  a ffected, an  ECoW shou ld  be  
pre sen t and have  unde rtaken  an  in spection  in  advance  to ensu re  lega l 
com pliance  and  avoid  undue  harm  to  specie s poten tia lly pre sent.  

5.2.4 Habita t clearances will be  conducted  under an  ECoW-led  ecologica l watch ing 
brie f in  orde r to  ensure  species such  as nesting b ird s , r e p t ile s , a m ph ib ia n s  and 
sm a ll m a m m a ls  a re  not harm ed. Depending upon  the  na ture  and  density of the  
vege ta tion , th is in spection  m ay include  a  com bina tion  of a  fingertip  in spection  of 
vege ta tion  and  early m orn ing ‘watch ing’ of habita t for evidence  of b ird  nesting 
behaviour. Furthe r specie s-specific in form ation  is given  in  the  sections be low. 
The  vege tation  m ay a lso  need  to  be  cleared  a  sm all am ount a t a  tim e to  a llow the  
ECoW to search  the  area  thorough ly.  

5.2.5 Habita t rem oval a t we t d itches shou ld  obse rve  good practice  gu idance  on  the  use  
of tem porary dam s and sedim ent traps. The  input of a  hydrologica l enginee r is  
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advisable  in  order to  m in im ise  dra inage  d isruption  and loca lised  flooding. All 
pe rm anen tly breached d itches shou ld  rem ain  in te rconnected via  the  use  of 
cu lve rts or clear-span  crossings. 

5.3 Tre e  a n d  Bu ild in g In sp e ct ion s  fo r  Roos t in g Ba t s  a n d  Ne s t in g Bird s  

5.3.1 No works involving the  rem oval of m ature  or sem i-m ature  tree s, or d irectly 
a ffecting any bu ild ings, a re  an ticipated. However, in  the  event that construction  
works requ ire  tree s or bu ild ings to  be  im pacted, a lte red  or rem oved, these  
shou ld be  thorough ly inspected by a  su itab ly qua lified  (and  licensed , in  the  case  
of ba ts) ecologist in  advance .  

5.3.2 Depending on  the  nature  of proposa ls and  the  poten tia l for roosting ba ts, further 
surveys m ay be  recom m ended. In  the  event that a  ba t roost is  d iscovered, a  
licence  from  Natu ra l England m ay be  requ ired  in  order to  proceed  lawfu lly and 
ensure  com pensa tion  for roost losse s is carried  out. 

5.3.3 In  the  event that active  b ird  nests are  recorded, works m ay need to  tem porarily 
cease  or be  de layed  until ne sting is com ple ted. Losses of nesting opportun itie s 
shou ld  be  com pensated  as advised  by the  ECoW. 

5.4 Ne st in g Bird  Ch e cks 

5.4.1 Where  clearance  of h e d ge row , d it ch , scru b , t r e e s , w ood la n d  and t u ssocky 
grassland is unavoidable  be tween  the  m onths of March  and August inclusive , a  
nesting b ird check will be  requ ired . Th is will consist of visua l in spection  of the  
habita t to  be  a ffected  by an  ecologist to  look for signs of nesting behaviour or 
nests them se lves. Such inspections will like ly need  to be  carried  ou t in  the  early 
m orn ing prior to  construction  activitie s com m encing on  site  for the  day. 

5.4.2 Where  any active  b ird  nests are  found, a  bu ffe r zone  of a t le ast 10m  (actua l 
d istance  dependen t upon  specie s and  nest loca tion , as advised) will be  crea ted  
a round the  nest, the  bu ffer m ain ta ined  and  not d istu rbed  until the  nest is  no 
longe r in  use .  Depending upon  the  location  protective  fencing m ay be  
appropriate . The  ecologist will be  ab le  to  advise  on  the  an ticipa ted  da te  of 
fledging based upon  the  sta tus of the  nest.  Regu lar in spections of the  nest site  
by an  ECoW around the  an ticipa ted  date  of fledging will be  necessary to  ensu re  
works can  continue  once  the  b irds have  fledged.  

5.4.3 This advice  applie s to  species nesting in  woody vege ta tion  wh ich  includes the  
m ajority of British  b irds. However, specific advice  on  precautions for ground 
nesting b irds wh ich  m ay be  pre sent with in  arable  or pasture  habita ts where  the  
m ajority of the  PV arrays, BESS and Cable  Corridor are  situated  is con ta ined  in  
Me thod Sta tem ent 9, and  precau tions for la rge  flocks over ove rwinte ring b irds in  
Me thod Statem ent 10. 

5.5 Ba d ge rs  

5.5.1 See  Method Statem ent 8 for specific m easures re lating to Badgers. 
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5.6 Ot t e r s  a n d  Wa t e r  Vo le s  

5.6.1 Particu la r a tten tion  will be  pa id  to any habita t rem oval works a ffecting or with in  
30m  of a  watercourse  for the  potentia l presence  of otte rs and  water vole s. 

5.6.2 All applicable  habita t rem oval works will be  preceded by an  in spection  of habita t 
a t le ast 50m  upstream  and 50m  downstream  of the  clearance  extent to  look for 
signs of these  specie s and  the ir she lte ring site s. The  in spection  will be  carried  ou t 
one  m onth  in  advance  of works com m encing by a  su itab ly qua lified  ecologist. 

5.6.3 In  the  even t that burrows, holts or like ly she lte ring sites are  found, the  ECoW will 
d iscuss th is with  the  Site  Manage r(s) and  e fforts to  a lte r the  loca tion  of the  
clearance  to avoid  d irect im pacts will be  m ade  in  the  first in stance .  

5.6.4 Shou ld  im pacts upon  holts, bu rrows or she lte ring site s be  unavoidable , it will be  
necessary to  de lay com m encem en t un til a  licence  from  Natura l England is 
obta ined. Licences will be  con tingen t on  seasonal tim ing re strictions, sensitive  
working m e thods and  habita t com pensation . 

5.6.5 Culverted or ove rbridged d itches and  watercourses shou ld  be  designed  to perm it 
the  con tinued  passage  of wate r voles and  o tte rs. The  advice  of the  ECoW shou ld  
be  sough t in  th is instance . 

5.7 Non  n a t ive  In va s ive  Sp e cie s  

5.7.1 No non-native  invasive  specie s have  been  recorded  with in  the  Order Lim its to  
da te  during base line  ecologica l surveys. However, it  is possib le  that p lan t specie s 
such  as Japanese  knotweed and Him alayan  ba lsam  m ay occur loca lly, e specia lly 
with in  d it ch e s  and  w a t e r cou rse s .  

5.7.2 The  ECoW will active ly look for non-na tive  invasive  specie s during a ll supervision  
and  survey work and  report the ir presence  to  the  Site  Manage r(s) as appropriate .  

5.7.3 The  potentia l presence  of non-native  invasive  specie s will form  part of the  
Ecologica l Toolbox Talk and  will he lp  site  sta ff to  identify som e of these  specie s 
so  that early reporting and  any rem edia tion  can  take  p lace . 

5.7.4 As it is an  offence  to re lease  in to the  wild  or cause  to  grow any non-native  invasive  
species, works will be  a lte red  to  avoid  them  in  the  first in stance , if d iscovered. If 
th is is not possib le , rem edia tion  and eradication  work carried  out by a  specia list 
com pany/consu ltan t wou ld  be  requ ired  as a ll parts of such  p lants a re  conside red 
con tam ina ted  waste  under the  Environm enta l Protection  Act 1990. Un til th is 
occurs, the  area  will be  clearly m arked ou t and  de linea ted  with  pro tective  fencing, 
so  as to  not contribute  to  its  spread  loca lly. 

5.7.5 Contractors will be  brie fed  on  the  pre sence  and  iden tification  of non-na tive  
species, including Him alayan  Balsam /Japanese  Knotweed, du ring the  toolbox ta lk 
(see  Method Sta tem en t 1). 

5.7.6 The  Environm ent Agency has produced a  Code  of Practice  for the  Managem ent, 
Destruction  and  Disposa l of Japanese  Knotweed (May 2001), wh ich  gives 
gu idance  to  deve lopers. 
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5.8 Re p t ile s  a n d  Am p h ib ia n s  

5.8.1 Habita t clearance  areas will a lso  be  thoroughly in spected  by hand be fore  and 
during works for widespread  rep tile  and  am phibians specie s such  as toads and 
slow worm s in  orde r to  rem ove  any an im als as the  clearance  works progress. Any 
am phibians, reptile s or o ther an im als will be  hand re leased  in  su itab le  nearby 
re ta ined  habita t as de te rm ined  by the  ECoW. 

5.8.2 The  locations to  be  used  for the  crea tion  of rep tile  h ibernacu la  (See  the  LEMP 
[APP/C7.3]) will be  chosen  for the ir proxim ity to  and  connectivity with  nearby 
habita t su itab le  for rep tile s, including tu ssocky grassland (including that wh ich  is 
proposed  with in  the  m ain tenance  schem e – see  the  LEMP), scrub  and 
hedgerows. 

5.8.3 In  orde r to  avoid  inadve rten t m orta lity of reptile s during th is process, the 
crea tion  works will not take  p lace  with in  the  winter m on ths (Novem ber to 
February inclusive ) or du ring tem pera tu re s be low 8C and a ll a reas of the  habita t 
m entioned above  will be  hand searched  and  rem oved with  hand tools on ly once  
reasonable  like lihood or absence  of rep tiles has been  e stab lished. All such  
habita t creation  work shou ld  be  carried  out by individua ls with  experience  of 
identifying reptiles and  the ir habita t. 

5.9 Sm a ll Ma m m a ls  -In clu d in g Pole ca t , He d ge h og, Brow n  Ha re  a n d  
Ha rve s t  Mou se  

5.9.1 As it is  an  offence  to cause  harm  to wild  m am m als, the  ECoW will carry out a  
finge rtip  search  of a ll habita t to  be  rem oved be fore  and  during the  clearance  
opera tion  as appropria te . Any burrows d iscovered  will e ither be  avoided  if a t a ll 
possib le  th rough  a lte ra tion  of the  loca tion  of works, or if unavoidable , be  
destructive ly searched  by hand and  in  a  m ethodica l m anner in  orde r to  ensure  
no an im als are  trapped unde rground or harm ed. Any an im als d iscovered  during 
works will be  re loca ted  by hand, where  co llection  is possib le , to  a  su itab le  
undistu rbed  loca tion  to be  de te rm ined  by the  ECoW. Any in ju red  an im als shou ld  
be  taken  to  the  nearest wild life  re scue  service  as given  at the  fron t of th is 
docum en t. 
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6 Method Statement 6:  
Temporary Habitat Removal and Reinstatement (Cable 
Route Corridor) - including Avoidance of Impacts on 
Protected Species 

6.1 Ob je ct ive s  

6.1.1 The  insta lla tion  of export cable s with in  the  Cable  Route  Corridor will involve  the  
tem porary rem oval and  re insta tem ent of habita ts such  as gr a ss la n d , 
h e d ge row s  and d it ch e s . These  habita ts are  of va lue  in  them se lves, bu t a lso  have  
the  potentia l to  support protected  species such  as n e s t in g b ird s , r e p t ile s , 
a m p h ib ia n s  and  w a t e r  vo le s .  

6.1.2 All precau tions conta ined  with in  Method Statem en t 5 shou ld  be  fo llowed in  
carrying out habita t rem oval works in  re lation  to  the  Cable  Route  Corridor. 
Further steps se t out be low will be  fo llowed to ensu re  adequate  habita t 
re insta tem en t. It is an ticipa ted that the  working width  du ring cable  rou te  
construction  will m easure  approxim ate ly 30m  in  width , com prising a  hau l rou te  
and  the  cable  trench  itse lf, with  additiona l so il storage , in te rm itten t jo in ting bays 
and  se t down  areas/com pounds. Habita t rem oval is  an ticipa ted  to  occur in  a ll 
the se  loca tions, however tem porary trackway m atting or o ther tem porary 
rem ovable  surfaces wou ld  a id  the  m in im isation  of habita t losse s. 

6.1.3 All habita t re instatem en t works will be  designed with  input and  site -specific 
knowledge  from  the  ECoW and m on itored  for success by them  thereafte r. 

6.2 Gra ss la n d  

6.2.1 Grassland  occupie s a  la rge  proportion  of the  Cable  Route  Corridor. Wherever 
possib le , tu rf shou ld  be  stripped and  se t aside  during in itia l trench  cu tting for 
eventua l rep lacem ent, where  cable  in sta lla tion  works a re  an ticipated  to  be  of a  
short enough  dura tion  for the  tu rf to  be  successfu lly rep laced. 

6.2.2 Where  th is is  not a  viable  option , backfilled  trenches and  d istu rbed  ground will 
be  prepared  (topsoil applica tion , ro lled  and  harrowed as necessary) and  
grassland  will be  re -seeded over it. An appropria te  seed  m ix will be  used  which  
will be  in  keeping with , or of grea te r d iversity than , the  habita t type  and  species 
assem blage  as recorded  during base line  habita t su rveys. 

6.2.3 All such  habita t crea tion  work shou ld  be  carried  out by su itab ly qua lified  or 
experienced  landscaping con tractors or ecologists. 

6.3 He d ge row s 

6.3.1 Hedgerow sections to  be  cleared  shou ld  be  transloca ted  whereve r possib le . Th is 
will involve  the  rem oval of hedgerow plan ts to  include  the ir rootba lls, to  be  se t 
aside  un til they can  be  rep lan ted  in  the  origina l loca tion . Transloca tion  is like ly 
on ly to be  successfu l when  undertaken  during the  au tum n and winter m onths 
when  p lants are  m ost dorm an t, and  when  dura tion  of trench ing at a  particu la r 
loca tion  is short enough  to  a llow plants to  su rvive  be ing rem oved for th is period. 
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6.3.2 Where  translocation  is not possib le , hedge rows will be  rep lanted  using whips of 
the  sam e  specie s as was rem oved, with  the  addition  of a  proportion  of other 
loca lly appropria te  specie s to  increase  d iversity. Plan ting shou ld  be  undertaken  
in  the  first p lan ting season  (au tum n or win ter) fo llowing rem oval to  ensu re  a  h igh  
degree  of success and  be  p lan ted  with  tree  guards to  pro tect aga inst herb ivore  
browsing. 

6.3.3 All such  habita t crea tion  work shou ld  be  carried  out by su itab ly qua lified  or 
experienced  landscaping con tractors or ecologists. 

6.4 Dit ch e s  

6.4.1 Minor agricu ltura l fie ld  dra ins and  d itches will be  subject to  open  cu t trench ing 
un le ss otherwise  identified  as be ing of particu la r ecologica l im portance  as to  
requ ire  Horizonta l Directiona l Drilling techn iques. The  m ajority of these  d itches 
a re  on ly seasonally wet and  a re  of re lative ly lower ecologica l va lue . Wherever 
possib le , and  where  the  duration  of works at a  particu lar location  a llows, any 
aquatic or m argina l p lan ts shou ld  be  co llected for la te r rep lan ting to  m in im ise 
the  recove ry of the  habita t a fte r com ple tion  of works. 

6.4.2 All d itch  im pacting works shou ld  fo llow good practice  gu idance  on  the  use  of 
sedim ent/silt traps and  tem porary dam s to m in im ise  the  risk of dra inage  
d isruption , sed im ent re lease  and  loca l flooding. 

6.4.3 All such  habita t crea tion  work shou ld  be  carried  out by su itab ly qua lified  or 
experienced  landscaping con tractors or ecologists. 

6.5 Ara b le  

6.5.1 Arable  fie lds occupy the  vast m ajority of land  with in  the  cable  rou te  corridor and 
a re  of little  ecologica l va lue , the re fore  no  specific re instatem en t pro tocol is 
requ ired . 
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7 Method Statement 7:  
Precautionary Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) 
Methodology  

7.1 Ob je ct ive s  

7.1.1 The  use  of HDD techn iques du ring cable  insta lla tion  will avoid d irect habita t dam age  
and  degrada tion . However, there  still rem ains the  risk of dam age  th rough  im prope r 
siting of en try/exit p its and  the  potentia l for excessive  vibration  to  cause  d isturbance  
to specie s such  as fr e sh w a t e r  fish  or re lease  of sedim en ts wh ich  cou ld  harm  
w a t e r cou r se s  and  a qu a t ic in ve r t e b ra t e s  am ong othe r specie s. 

7.2 Pre ca u t ion a ry Ap p r oa ch  t o  HDD Works  

7.2.1 The  Site  Manager will be  re sponsib le  for lia ising with  the  ECoW to  agree  tim ings and  
loca tions of HDD ope rations to  ensure  attendance  a t each  event. 

7.2.2 The  ECoW will advise  on  the  m ost appropriate  loca tions for en try and exit p its as 
we ll as associa ted  access and se t down  areas in  order to  avoid  im pacts on  re ta ined  
habita ts of ecologica l va lue  such  as arable  fie ld  m argins, hedgerows and  d ive rse  
grassland. The  ECoW m ay unde rtake  hand searches of habita t to  be  rem oved as 
necessary. 

7.2.3 Where  HDD is u sed  unde r the  Rive rs Till and Trent and  the ir tribu tarie s, the  ECoW 
will d iscuss the  risk of causing excessive  vibration  and  the  re lease  of sedim en ts with  
the  opera tives and  enginee rs oversee ing HDD works to  ensu re  an  adequate  depth  
is u sed. In  these  locations, the  ECoW will m on itor the  wate r co lum n for sedim ent 
re lease  du ring a ll stages of HDD work. Drilling m ay need  to  tem porarily cease  un til 
depths and  working m ethods can  be  adequate ly readjusted . Advice  from  the  
Environm en t Agency or a  specia list hydrological engineer m ay be  requ ired  in  order 
to  he lp  conta in  sedim en ts during works, including the  use  of silt  traps. 

7.2.4 Entry and exit p its shou ld  be  cove red  ove rn igh t to  avoid  trapping species such  as 
badge rs and  other sm all m am m als (see  Me thod Statem en t 8). 
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8 Method Statement 8:  
Specific Measures for Avoidance of Impacts on Badgers 

8.1 Ob je ct ive s  

8.1.1 Multip le  b a dge r  se tts have  been  identified  with in  and adjacent to  the  Orde r Lim its. 
Badge rs a re  a lso  like ly to  use  the  land  with in  the  Order Lim its for foraging and 
d ispe rsa l in  various loca tions. Badgers a re  lega lly pro tected  from  distu rbance  and  
harm , as we ll as in te rfe rence  with  the ir se tts. Measures given  here  will ensure  that 
deve lopm ent works proceed lawfu lly. 

8.2 Pre -com m e n ce m e n t  Su rve y 

8.2.1 As badge rs can  excavate  new se tts in  a  re la tive ly short tim e, an  update  survey for 
badge r se tts of land  with in  the  Order Lim its will be  necessary. Th is will specifica lly 
focus on  a ll habita ts potentia lly su itab le  for se tt excavation  by badge rs on  with in  the  
Orde r Lim its, in  particu la r h e d ge row s , fie ld  m a rgin s , scru b , t u ssocky gra ss la n d  
and  w ood la n d  or grou p s  of t r e e s . The  survey will pay close  a tten tion  to  locations 
of these  habita ts wh ich  a re  the  subject of habita t loss or land  use  change  under the  
works p lans. The  locations of new hedge row gaps for construction  access or cable  
trench ing will be  particu la rly key, bu t a lso  locations where  landscaping, access 
tracks, fencing, and  o ther in frastructure  will be  in sta lled  with in  a  30m  radius of 
su itab le  habita ts. 

8.2.2 The  survey will be  carried  ou t by an  appropria te ly experienced  ecologist (ECoW) who 
is an  associa te  or fu ll m em ber of CIEEM with  prior expe rience  of surveying for 
badge rs.  

8.2.3 The  su rvey will be  carried  out no m ore  than  1 m onth  prior to  the  com m encem ent 
of construction  activities with in  a  particu lar Site  (e .g. Cottam  3a) or section  of Cable  
Rou te  Corridor. The  Site  Manage r(s) will lia ise  with  the  ECoW to  ensu re  that th is 
survey is com ple ted  in  good tim e  ahead  of works in  a  particu lar loca tion . 

8.2.4 The  su rvey will look for evidence  of badge r activity with in  the  site , including se tts, 
pa ths, ha irs, footprin ts or faeces and  record  the  location  of and  type  of a ll se tts a t 
the  site , as we ll as the ir activity sta tus. Where  necessary, shou ld  any new se tts be  
identified  the  BPF as de ta iled  in  Method Statem ent 2 will be  adapted  to  incorporate  
a  revised bu ffe r zone  a round the  identified  en trances. Typica lly, ‘ou tlying’ se tts 
requ ire  a  m in im um  10m  buffer, wh ile  ‘subsid ia ry’ and  ‘annexe ’ se tts requ ire  a  
m in im um  20m  buffe r and  ‘m ain’ se tts requ ire  a  m in im um  30m  buffe r. 

8.2.5 The  re su lts of the  su rvey will be  com m unicated  to the  Site  Manager(s) with  any 
necessary recom m endations for revised  bu ffers or precautionary working m ethods 
and  supervision . 

8.3 Toolb ox Ta lk  

8.3.1 Prior to  the  com m encem ent of works at any of the  fou r PV/BESS Site s, o r cable  route  
in sta lla tion , a  too lbox ta lk will be  provided by the  ECoW to the  Site  Manager and  
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con tractors. The  toolbox ta lk will include  de ta ils on  the  potentia l for encountering 
badge r se tts and  other m am m al burrows during works to su itab le  habita ts, a long 
with  in form ation  on  the ir lega l obliga tions and  what to  do  if a  se tt o r burrow is 
d iscove red . The  ta lk will e stab lish  the  ro le  of the  ECoW and site  pe rsonne l during 
works. 

8.3.2 In  the  event a  change  in  Site  Managem en t pe rsonne l occurs during construction  or 
a  pause  in  works of m ore  than  period  of m ore  than  30 consecu tive  days occurs, the  
toolbox ta lk will need to be  provided  aga in  by the  appoin ted  ECoW. The  Site  
Manager will be  re sponsib le  for re laying in form ation  with in  the  toolbox ta lk to  a ll 
subsequen t site  sta ff du ring the ir in itia l site  inductions. 

8.4 Lice n se d  Se t t  Closu re  

8.4.1 Any newly-discove red  se tt shou ld  idea lly be  avoided  by construction  works if a t a ll 
possib le , unde r the  advice  of the  ECoW. 

8.4.2 In  the  event that an  active  se tt is  to  be  unavoidably im pacted by construction  
activitie s, a  licence  from  Natura l England wou ld  like ly be  necessary to tem porarily 
or pe rm anently close  the  se tt. Works to  badge r se tts can  on ly be  unde rtaken  
be tween  Ju ly and  Novem ber inclusive  due  to  the  possib ility of dependen t young 
be ing underground at o the r tim es of year. Outside  of th is licence  period  no works 
a ffecting the  se tt wou ld  be  pe rm itted  and  a  bu ffe r zone  free  of poten tia lly d istu rb ing 
activitie s (i.e . no ise , dam age  or vibra tion ), as in form ed by the  ECoW, wou ld  be  
requ ired . Work in  o the r parts of the  site , however, can  continue  as advised  by the  
ECoW. It can  take  up  to  six weeks for a  licence  applica tion  to  be  de te rm ined  by 
Natura l England, depending on  the  licence  type  applied  for. 

8.5 Pre ca u t ion a ry Ap p r oa ch  t o  Exca va t ion s  Le ft  Ove rn igh t  

8.5.1 It is  like ly tha t badge rs (and  othe r m am m als) will m ove  around with in  the  Order 
Lim its during the  construction  phase  conside ring the  arable  habita ts pre sent. 
The re fore , any p its or trenches dug during the  construction  phase  (particu la rly 
du ring the  cable  in sta lla tion  works and  use  of HDD entry/exit p its) m ust have  a  
m eans of e scape  p laced in  them  overn igh t for trapped badge rs to  use , or be  covered  
overn ight if possib le . Exam ples include  rough  sawn  p lanks or earth  ram ps. Sim ilarly, 
a ll open  ducting and  p ipework le ft with in  any p its or trenches m ust be  tem porarily 
capped off ove rn ight. The  use  of these  m easures will be  pe riodica lly checked by the  
ECoW and will be  the  re sponsib ility of the  Site  Manager(s) to  im plem ent o the rwise  
un lawfu l harm  to  badgers and  wild  m am m als m ay re su lt. 
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9 Method Statement 9: 
Avoidance of Impacts on Ground Nesting Birds of Open 
Habitats 

9.1.1 Skyla rk , ye llow  w a gt a il, gr e y p a r t r idge , qu a il and  la pw in g are  a ll species of 
ground nesting b irds tha t have  been  recorded  with in  the  Order Lim its and  wh ich  
occupy open  habita ts such  as a r a b le  and  pa s t u r e  gra ss la n d . As deve lopm ent 
opera tions will occupy la rge  a reas of these  habita ts, p recau tions will be  necessary 
to  avoid  un lawfu l im pacts on  the  b irds and  the ir nests. 

9.2 Ne st in g Bird  Ch e cks   

9.2.1 Between  the  m onths of March  and August inclusive , when  unde rtaking 
deve lopm ent works with in  a rable  or pastu re  fie lds, ne sting b ird  checks shou ld  be  
carried  out to  ensu re  no  nests a re  a t risk of harm . As the  specie s conce rned  are  
dependen t on  long, unbroken sightlines of be tween  75m  and 200m  for predator 
avoidance , they are  un like ly to  be  pre sent with in  close  proxim ity to  existing 
deve lopm ent activities. There fore , nesting b ird  checks a re  m ost im portan t when  
deve lopm ent activities progress in to  previously undeve loped fie lds during the  
nesting season.  In  orde r to  m in im ise  d isruption  to  deve lopm en t activitie s, close  
com m unication  on  the  deve lopm ent program m e be tween  the  Site  Manager(s) and  
the  ECoW is e ssen tia l. Habitat degrada tion  and  d issuasion  techn iques m ay be  
em ployed in  advance  of the  nesting season  (and  m ain ta ined up until the  onse t of 
deve lopm ent activitie s) in  order to  reduce  the  requ irem ent for nesting b ird  checks. 

9.2.2 In  the  event a  nest is  d iscove red , its  location  sha ll be  m apped and  shared with  the  
Site  Manage r(s) and  the  loca tion  will be  avoided , and  a  bu ffe r rad ius of a t le ast 50m  
observed , to  be  advised by the  ECoW (depending on  species). The  nest location  will 
be  revisited  around the  tim e  of predicted  fledging (de rived  from  the  sta tus of the  
nest upon d iscovery) to  confirm  fledging and  inactivity, enabling deve lopm ent 
activitie s to  re sum e. 

  



Outline  Ecologica l Protection  and  Mitiga tion  Stra tegy 
January 2023 

 
 

 
26 | P a g e  

 
 

10 Method Statement 10:  
Avoidance of Impacts on Overwintering Birds 

10.1 Ob je ct ive s  

10.1.1 Flocks of overwin tering b irds such  as fie ldfare , redwing, p ink-footed  geese , golden  
p love r and  othe r wildfowl have  been  recorded with in  the  Order Lim its during the  
winter m onths. Due  to  the  num bers of b irds with in  such  flocks, unnecessary 
d isturbance  to them  and d isp lacem en t can  be  energe tica lly costly and  have  an  
adve rse  im pact on  the  loca l popu lation . Precau tions are  given  be low to  m in im ise  
th is risk. 

10.2 Pre ca u t ion a ry Ap p r oa ch  t o  Works  

10.2.1 During the  win ter m on ths of Novem ber to February inclusive , any sign ificant 
com m encem en t or re -com m encem ent of deve lopm ent works with in  fie lds will be  
im m edia te ly preceded (in  the  m orn ing) by an  in spection  for the  pre sence  of flocks 
of overwin tering b irds. The  a im  will be  to  ensure  tha t flocks of ove rwin tering b irds 
a re  not subject to  d isp lacem ent and  d isturbance  stre sse s a t th is vu lnerable  tim e  of 
year. As these  flocks m ove  abou t with in  the  landscape  on  a  da ily basis, it  shou ld  be  
possib le  to  postpone  m obilisation  in to  undeve loped fie lds wh ich  are  occupied  by 
them  by approxim ate ly one  day to  avoid  im pacts.  

10.2.2 The  inspections shou ld  be  carried ou t by a  su itab ility qua lified  ecologist. The  Site  
Manager(s) will be  re sponsib le  for lia ising with  the  ECoW in  advance  of m obilisa tion  
in to  previously undeve loped fie lds during the  winter m onths. 
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11 Method Statement 11: Construction-Phase Monitoring 

11.1 Ob je ct ive s  

11.1.1 To ensure  satisfactory ach ievem ent of a ll Method Sta tem ents and  com pliance  with  
a ll re levant DCO Requ irem en ts, ecologica l legisla tion  and  policy, periodic m on itoring 
of construction  activities and  protective  m easures will be  undertaken . 

11.2 Mon it o r in g 

11.2.1 Regu lar inspections of the  Site (s) and  im m ediate  surroundings will be  unde rtaken  
by a  m em ber of construction  con tractor sta ff to  m on itor the  in tegrity of the  BPF 
fencing as we ll as for any signs of silt  deposition , dust deposition , flooding, runoff 
and  litte r arising from  the  Site  wh ich  cou ld  im pact off-site  habita ts. Th is in spection  
will be  recorded  with in  a  logbook to be  m ade  ava ilab le  to  the  LPA upon request. 
Rem edia l action  wh ich  m ay be  requ ired  as soon  as an  issue  is identified  m ay include  
tem porarily ceasing work, arranging litte r p icking, additiona l site  hoard ing, 
increased  wate r spraying, and  increased  waste  co llection . 

11.2.2 Every m onth  during the  construction  phase , the  ECoW will in spect the  Site  to  ensure  
the  com pliance  with  the  EPMS. Th is will include  checking the  fo llowing: 

• Correct insta lla tion  of BPF; 

• Safeguarding of re ta ined  habitats; 

• Hedgerow and wate rcourse  condition; 

• Adherence  to ligh ting re strictions; and 

• Status of badge r activity with in  the  Site . 

11.2.3 Following inspections the  ECoW will d iscuss m on itoring outcom es with  the  Site  
Manager(s) and provide  a  written  proform a of findings iden tifying any rem edia l 
actions and  tim esca le s for actions to  be  im plem ented . 

11.2.4 The  ECoW will a lso  be  ava ilab le  on  an  “on  ca ll” basis du ring the  construction  period.  

11.3 Re p or t in g 

11.3.1 A quarte rly report will be  issued  by the  ECoW to  the  Loca l Plann ing Authority. The  
report will include  a  de ta iled  log of m on itoring activities by the  Site  Environm en ta l 
Manager and ECoW. It will de ta il any breaches of the  EPMS and the  rem edia l steps 
taken .  
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